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Deadline for the December 2025 Edition of The Messenger: �¥�¦ ��� �z�!�(

Events to be included on the calendar, committee updates, articles, etc. should be submitted to
the office by November 15th via email to the Church office, osuccripon1@gmail.com, or you may
drop your  information in the office, or submit it using the the QR code at the right and filling out
the short form that is automatically sent directly to the office email. Thank you.

Join us for Worship In-Person, Virtually, or by Radio!

Worship Services are Thursday at 6:30 pm in the Chapel and Sunday at 9:00 am in the Sanctuary. 
Both services are Livestreamed to Facebook, YouTube, and our website. On Sunday at 10:50 am you can also
tune in to 1600AM WRPN to listen to the radio broadcast of the 9:00 am worship service.

For those who worship through our online opportunities, if you live in the greater Ripon area and would like Rev.
Mundell to come by in person to visit and bring you communion, please call our church office at 920-748-2544 to
set up an appointment. He is very happy to do that for you!

Our Saviour’s United Church of Christ
343 Scott Street, Ripon, WI 54971 |  920.748.2544

www.OurSavioursUCCRipon.com
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  God’s Grace is Sufficient.       Rev. Dr. Kevin Mundell

From the Pastor's Desk
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But now, these answers seem small. What I said to the person who asked me about the hardest part of ministry for
me, was, “Saying goodbye to people I care about as they pass on from this life.” It is amazing to get to know
people and hear some of their stories that are important to them. It is hard sitting with them as their body begins to
break, trapping their vibrant spirit inside. It is hard sitting with them when their mind begins to break, and they can
no longer tell me any of the stories that used to make me smile and laugh. It is hard to watch as their body betrays
them more and more, shrinking their world. It is hard to watch when cancer attacks or the heart weakens forcing
major life changes or when they lose the ability to communicate clearly. 

It is hard to have someone look you in the eyes and say, “I am tired, worn out, and don’t want to be here anymore.
There is no longer a point to my life. Why won’t God take me home? I am ready to go. I so miss my (spouse).” For
some they have children, grandchildren and even great grandchildren who visit them weekly, and for some reason
it is not enough. For some they have no one, only the staff around them and it feels like we are sitting in a dark
cave, just the two of us. For some they express where they are at with their family and for some, they only express
it to me, and their yearnings become mine to bear with them. And it is hard holding my own grief in check so that I
can be present and hopefully help the families get to a place where they can keep journeying forward with their
grief. 

I am starting to understand Jesus’ crying before he raised Lazarus and crying over the city of Jerusalem. He has
taught me that the pain of my grief, when I let myself feel it, is connected to my love for those whom I have lost and
that love is Jesus’ most amazing gift to me. God’s love in the hard stuff is gracious and merciful.

I lost some amazing people this year that I have gotten to know--here are some of them, Jim Clausen, Norman
Koplin, Gladys Wilkes, Lorraine Jess, Sandra Badtke, Marilyn Hageman, Ruby Brunet, Dave Hahn, Evelyn Thom.
My grief is weighted. 

I was asked the other day, “What is the hardest part of being a minister?” I hadn’t thought
about the question in a while. I immediately remembered times in the past where someone
asked me this same questions and when I was younger would answer with things like,
“preparing a sermon, which is like writing an eight page paper every week, and then
standing in front of a group of people delivering it knowing some will love it, some will hate

it, some won’t care, and some will simply daydream through it.” Or telling people, “the hardest part is balancing the
conflict as one member will be angry with me for something and complain to me with a far left perspective and then
the next day a different member will be angry with me for the same thing and complain to me with a far right
perspective both believe the whole church sees things the way they do. And I hold the tension knowing the two
people have known each other for decades and ministered beside each other and probably do not even know they
hold opposite views.”
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